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GO FOR BROKE STAMP

HON. DORIS 0. MATSUI

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 16, 2021

Ms. MATSUI. Madam Speaker, it is an
honor to recognize the toughness and resil-
iency of the Japanese American soldiers of
the four forty-second regimental combat team
during World War Il. Men and women who
stepped up to fight for American prosperity
while their families were simultaneously forced
into confinement camps.

This stamp, which displays their motto “Go
For Broke,” honors the patriotism Japanese
American soldiers exemplified despite the be-
trayal they faced at home. Under these
charged circumstances, the 442nd proved
itself as one of the most decorated unit of its
size and length of service in the entire history
of the U.S. Military.

As a community with a shared, and at
times, painful history, it is important to have a
symbol. A national symbol of perseverance.

Many Americans don’t know the stories of
their own family tree . . . they likely don’t
know the bravery of the Japanese American
soldiers during WWII, soldiers of the 442nd
and others, who helped save our country while
our own government was tearing apart our
families.

The stamp will shine a light on this chapter
of history. And to teach that we are all Ameri-
cans. To see the United States soldier’s face
on the stamp, an Asian American face.

This stamp is also the symbol of the tireless
efforts of three wonderful women—FUSA
Takahashi, AIKO King and CHIZ Ohira, who
truly drove the effort to make this a reality.

The story behind the creation of this stamp
speaks to the dedication and strong fabric of
the Japanese American community. This was
a community-led effort, started over 15 years
ago, that brought together many generations.
| saw up close how hard it was to convince
their fellow colleagues that this is important, to
work with the community, to talk to their legis-
lators.

Just earlier this month, | had the pleasure to
see its unveiling in Sacramento and speak to
Fusa about the importance of this community
symbol. We all shared our stories from that
chapter of time.

| know that many families who were incar-
cerated did not tell their stories once they
were allowed back home. It was painful to be
incarcerated, to live behind barbed wire and
lose your homes, businesses and even loved
ones.

We remembered when our community stood
up and shared our painful past with Congress
and across the country, fought for redress and
the Civil Liberties Act. We recounted the many
efforts of educating our neighbors and our
children, to remind them that we are everyday
Americans and what happened was wrong.

And now, recently, we understand how im-
portant it is to continue to teach about our his-

tory because people are hurting, especially
with the horrific events that have targeted the
AAPI community. Looking at the past, one
thing we’ve learned is that we have to stand
up for each other.

As we continue to strive to become a more
tolerant nation, we must do our part in over-
coming societal wrongs, and we must also re-
member the strength of our nation when we
come together toward a shared goal.

The Go For Broke Stamp is a symbol of
education, of healing, and of community. The
Japanese American experience is a vital piece
of American history, and in order to have a
stronger democracy, we must lift each other
up and tell our stories.

| am glad that this stamp will serve as a re-
minder of the Japanese American story, and
the bravery and patriotism of these American
heroes.

———

HONORING ARMY VETERAN AND
WOUNDED WARRIOR ALEXANDER
LOFGREN

HON. RAUL M. GRIJALVA

OF ARIZONA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 16, 2021

Mr. GRIJALVA. Madam Speaker, | rise
today in recognition of a friend, not only to my-
self, but to his colleagues and to this country.
| rise today to honor United States Army vet-
eran, Alexander Lofgren. Alex served the vet-
eran community on behalf of my office in Ari-
zona’s Third Congressional District. Born
March 10, 1989 in Exeter, California, he spent
many years of his life traveling and living in
different states as his father served in the mili-
tary. Alex followed in his father’s footsteps and
joined the military in 2011. He served as a
Combat Engineer in the Army and only
months after he joined, he was deployed to
Afghanistan for Operation Enduring Freedom.
During his service in the Army he lost 4
friends, who we also honor today. SFC Bobby
L. Estle, PFC Jose O. Belmontes, 2LT David
E. Rylander, and SPC Junot M. L. Cochilus.

After being honorably, medically discharged
in October 2014, Alex began his studies at Ar-
izona State University. He graduated with a
degree in Political Science and a minor in An-
thropology. Shortly after graduating, he
worked at the Crisis Response Network where
he did case management answering calls of
veterans in crisis and helping them with imme-
diate crisis intervention. He later served on
then-Congresswoman Kyrsten Sinema’s Vet-
eran’s Advisory Council and Legislative Com-
mittee. In July 2019, Alex joined our District
office in Tucson, AZ through the Wounded
Warrior Fellowship Program. Alex worked as a
constituent services representative helping
local constituents resolve issues with federal
agencies, serving as a liaison to local Vet-
erans Service Organizations (VSO), and at-
tending local events and meetings on behalf of
my office.

Alex loved his plants, enjoyed nature, golf,
greenhouses, cooking, and local coffee and
donut shops. He was an avid photographer
and always on an adventure that often in-
cluded enjoying time with his partner, Emily,
and their dogs, Gunner, Jane, and Nora. Alex
had visited over 20 national parks. He was
passionate about using outdoor activities as a
means of helping other veterans and em-
braced the activities and serenity nature had
to offer. Tragically he passed away on April 4,
2021 in a visit to Death Valley National Park.

We find comfort in knowing that Alex spent
his last days doing what he enjoyed alongside
a person he loved. We have no doubt that his
heroic actions during the hike that ended so
tragically helped keep his partner, Emily, alive
until search and rescue brought her to safety.

| want to thank the community from Tucson
and beyond for the outpouring of support dur-
ing these difficult months, as well as the Na-
tional Park Service and other federal and local
partners who deployed every available re-
source to locate Alex and Emily. To know Alex
was to know someone who had boundless en-
ergy for life and who was focused on making
a difference in the lives of others. His loss has
left a void in the hearts of his colleagues and
his family. He will forever be a part of our fam-
ily, and my heart is with his parents, Joe and
Ruth, and his loving partner Emily. Our Nation
has lost a hero. | am thankful to have known
Alexander Lofgren.

———

TRIBUTE TO HONOR THE LIFE OF
CLAYTON EDWARD FRANCIS
DERDERIAN

HON. ANNA G. ESHOO

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 16, 2021

Ms. ESHOO. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to honor the life of Clayton Edward Francis
Derderian, who passed away at his home on
May 16, 2021, at the very young age of 15,
having fought a long battle against a dev-
astating form of brain and spinal cancer for 12
years of his much-too-short life.

Clay was known to family and friends as
Clay-Bear, Chili Bean, Mr. Dunderfuss, and
Busby. He was an aspiring chef, inventor, and
entrepreneur. He was a braille reader but al-
ways preferred to be read to, ideally “in char-
acter”. At mealtime he often announced: “| am
not hungry, what's for dessert?” He loved a
good joke or a good story and despite his dis-
ease, somehow managed to love life and es-
pecially the people around him.

Clay leaves his mother, Mary Bannon, fa-
ther, JD Derderian, sister Grace Derderian
and grandmothers Rainette Bannon and Inez
Derderian, as well as loving aunts, uncles and
cousins.

The tributes paid to Clay by those who
knew him well say he was wise beyond his
years, that he could make a whole room smile
with just a few words, and that he was wel-
coming and always smiling. He was an amaz-
ingly funny person with a great sense of
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